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Castor canadensis) has not been considered 

physical evidence of ancient beaver dams in the north central Sierra (James 

Castor canadensis
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Castor

canadensis

of California Golden beaver (C. canadensis subauratus

and approximately one hundred years after fur trapping had commenced in the state.  For 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

C. canadensis

remains found in archaeological sites.  We also contacted six county historical societies 
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__________________________________________________________________

         Year Mammal 

       Year  Collection 

 Institution                            Founded (Re-) Initiated 

___________________________________________________________________

California Academy of Sciences   1853  1906 

Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History 1910  1910 

Moore Laboratory of Zoology   1950  1933 

Museum of Vertebrate Zoology (Berkeley)  1908  1908 

San Diego Natural History Museum   1874  1904 

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History  1916  1916 

The UCLA Dickey Collection   1910  1910 

___________________________________________________________________

TABLE 1

evidence of beaver such as radiocarbon dates from beaver cuttings and physical specimens 

to be supportive of more reliable lines of evidence if used judiciously.

RESULTS

C. canadensis remains in archaeological sites 

for the genus “Castor

C. c. shastensis
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FIGURE 1
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Aplodontia rufa

Feature Name / 

Historic Name County

Watershed 

River

Source 

Elevation (m) 

Mouth 

Elevation (m) 

Beaver Meadow (on 

Grouse Creek) 
Alpine  Mokelumne 2743 2189 

Beaver Creek
1
 Amador Mokelumne 1829 1006 

Beaver Creek
2
 Calaveras  Stanislaus 2256 762 

Beaver Canyon Creek Kern  Kern 1036 625 

Beaver Ponds (on

North Fork Sand 

Creek)

Madera  San Joaquin 2091 1571 

Beaver Ponds (on 

Indian Creek) 
Plumas Feather 2045 904 

Little Beaver Creek Tuolumne  Stanislaus 1737 1460 

Crane Creek / Beaver 

Creek 
Tuolumne Stanislaus 2058 1547 

Brandy Creek / 

Beaver Creek
3 Yuba  Yuba 988 738

Willow Glen Ranch / 

Beaver Ranch
3 Yuba Yuba 666 666 

1 Pyramid Peak Historic Topo Map.  1896.  California Historic Topographic Map Collection. Merriam Library, 

California State University, Chico, California, USA. 
2 General Land Office Map for Township 6N, Range 17E, M.D.M.  1877.  Stanislaus National Forest, Supervisor's 

Office, Sonora, CA, USA. 
3 Smartsville Historic Topo Map.  1895.   California Historic Topographic Map Collection. Merriam Library, 

California State University, Chico, California, USA.  
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the Central Valley.

su-i’-tu-ti-kut’-the

c’imhélhel

hi-chi-hi-nem

C. c. subauratus) from 
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DISCUSSION

observer accounts of beavers at elevations up to seven times higher than the limits posited 
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collectors from various European countries visited California in the nineteenth and early 

separating the Shasta beaver (C. c. shastensis

microcosm for stream channel incision in montane environments throughout the Sierra 



CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME Vol. 98, No. 2

Golden beaver (C. c. subauratus

(

assessment of the historical distribution of beaver (and other native fauna) are recommended 
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